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ridicule such apprehensions. " The thing is in itself unlikely,"
said he, "and were it so, what harm could they do T alluding
to my companion and myself.

On this I took up the word, and a general conversation
ensued, in which I did my best to explode the idea of spies and
spymanship, appealed to our own quiet and inoffensive conduct,
got into a virtuous indignation against such a requital of evil
for good after all the services which we had rendered court and
town, and quoted verses of the Goran regarding the wickedness
of ungrounded suspicion, and the obligation of not judging ill
without clear evidence. 'Abd-Allah made no direct answer,
and the others, whatever they may have thought, could not
support a charge abandoned by their master.

What amused me not a little was that the Wahhabee prince
had after all very nearly hit the right nail on the head, and
that I was snubbing him only for having guessed too well.
But there was no help for it, and I had the pleasure of seeing,
that though at heart unchanged in his opinion about us, he
was yet sufficiently cowed to render a respite certain, and our
escape thereby practicable.

This kind of talk continued awhile, and I purposely kept my
seat, to show the unconcern of innocence, till Mahboob made
me a sign that I might safely retire. On this I took leave of
'Abel-Allah and quitted the palace unaccompanied. It was
now near midnight, not a light to be seen in the houses, not
a sound to be heard in the streets, the sky too was dark and
overcast, till, for the first time, a feeling of lonely dread came
over me, and I confess that more than once I turned my head
to look and see if no one was following with " evil," as Arabs
say, in his hand. But there was none, and I reached the quiet
alley and low door where a gleam through the chinks announced
the anxious watch of my companions, who now opened the
entrance, overjoyed at seeing me back sound and safe from so
critical a parley.

Our plan for the future was soon formed. A day or two we
were yet to remain in Ri'ad, lest haste .should seem to imply
fear, and thereby encourage pursuit But during that period
we would avoid the palace, out-walks in gardens or after night-
fall, and keep at home as much as possible. Meanwhile
Aboo-'Eysa was to get his dromedaries ready, and put them in